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1.0
Executive Summary

Background

This research was commissioned by Country-Wide Publications Limited to obtain further information about readership behaviour and attitudes toward New Zealand rural/farming publications.

Objectives

The research attempted to answer the following:

· To better understand general readership behaviours including such things as numbers of issues read, number of times one issue is read, length of time spent reading an issue, etc.

· To gauge overall satisfaction with the main rural publications in New Zealand.

· To examine farmer attitudes towards rural publications with regard to such aspects as ‘ease of reading’, ‘depth of topic coverage’, ‘usefulness for day to day farm operations’ and ‘credibility of editorial content’.

· Questions were also asked relating to sources of information, importance of editorial topics, and which publication they look to for certain types of information.

· To obtain a general demographic profile of farmer sample and related questions concerning farmer intentions and behaviour.

Survey Summary Highlights

Summary

This survey has provided a robust view of current attitudes, opinion and behaviour regarding New Zealand farmer readership of rural publications.

The survey was conducted by telephone and 624 useable surveys were obtained from the general farmer population.

Readership behaviour

Satisfaction with Rural Publications

· 82.0% of respondents were satisfied with Country-Wide. In comparison 77.5% were satisfied with Rural News and 74.5% with Straight Furrow.

· 84.5% were satisfied with the NZ Dairy Exporter, compared with 83.0% for the Dairyman and 74.0% for dairying Today

Ranking of Rural Publications

· Overall satisfaction ranking saw Country-Wide ranked first, Rural News second and Straight Furrow narrowly third. Of the dairy publications, NZ Dairy Exporter was first, The Dairyman second and Dairying Today third.

· Country-Wide was recognized as the most popular source for animal health (26.5%), followed by Rural News (19.0%) and 14.5% for Straight Furrow.

· In terms of importance to farmers, farm management and animal health were clearly the most important issues, followed by research, new technology and innovation.

· Animal health was the topic farmers would like to see given more coverage, followed by animal health and farm management.

Buyer Intention

· Buyer intention was fairly evenly spread with off farm investment being considered by 28.0%, followed by overseas travel, tractors/machinery and vehicles all receiving 27.0%.

Computer/Internet Usage

· 47.5% of respondents use computers in day to day farm management.

· 45.5% of farmers surveyed often use the internet/email for farm related activities, with 24.0% using it daily.

· 3.5% of respondents had visited the Rural News website in the past month, 3.0% had visited Country - Wide and 2.0% Rural Press (Straight Furrow).

Crosstabulation Analysis – Establishing points of difference

· Extensive crosstabulation analysis was undertaken to try and establish points of difference between the general farming publications.

· Across hundreds of crosstabulation tables there was considerable similarity between the farming publications, with little significant difference in readership behaviour and attitudes when analysed by age, farm location, income and primary farm type. This is a notable result in itself because it shows that from the last survey in 2001, Country – Wide has significantly narrowed the gap between itself and the other two general farming publications in terms of readership and reader attitudes.

· However, there were some key areas in which a significant point of difference was established. 

· Firstly, it was clear that Country - Wide performed better in the higher gross farm income brackets and amongst older readers(i.e. 40+).

· Secondly, and perhaps the key finding of the crosstabulation analysis was the performance of Country - Wide as a key source of information amongst farmers with farms over 126ha and gross incomes of more than $250,000. Here Country-Wide was significantly the preferred source for farm management and animal health information. When coupled with the fact that these are the two most important information areas for farmers and also those they would like to see more information about, then this is an important point of difference. This result was consistent across the three geographic areas (North of Taupo, South of Taupo and the South Island).

2.0
METHODOLOGY

2.1 Methodology employed

The research employed a telephone survey to canvass farmer opinion. A sample of 624 farmers was obtained from throughout the North and South Island.

2.2 Sampling Method

· 624 completed surveys were obtained by a random telephone survey conducted by experience call centre operators

· The survey took between 15-20 minutes to complete

· The sampling was representative by farm location and farm type. However, horticultural and forestry properties were excluded from the survey.

· The sample size provides a margin of error of plus or minus 4.5%.

· An incentive in the form of a prize draw was used to encourage participation.

RESULTS 

3.0
RESULTS

3.1
Readership Behaviour

3.1.1
Have you read or looked into any issues of these publications in the past month?


	Reading Behaviour

N=608
	1998

%
	2001

%
	2003

%

	General Farming Publications
	
	
	

	Country-Wide
	24.0
	67.0
	87.5

	Rural News
	86.0
	96.0
	95.5

	Straight Furrow
	83.0
	89.0
	91.5

	Dairy Farming Publications
	
	
	

	Dairying Today
	28.0
	31.0
	44.0

	NZ Dairy Exporter
	27.0
	30.0
	48.5

	The Dairyman
	26.0
	32.0
	48.0

	
	
	
	


3.1.2
How many issues do you read of these publications? 


	Readership behaviour

N=577
	All Issues

%
	Most Issues

%
	Occasional

Issues

%

	General Farming Publications
	
	
	

	Country-Wide
	53.5
	34.0
	12.0

	Rural News
	51.0
	36.5
	12.5

	Straight Furrow
	52.5
	34.0
	13.5

	Dairy Farming Publications
	
	
	

	Dairying Today
	52.0
	33.0
	15.0

	NZ Dairy Exporter
	58.0
	33.5
	8.5

	The Dairyman
	52.5
	35.0
	12.0

	
	
	
	


3.1.3
How many times would you have picked up and read this publication in the last fortnight or month?


	Reading Frequency

N=573
	Once

%
	Twice

%
	3-4 

Times

%
	5 

or more

%

	General Farming Publications
	
	
	
	

	Country-Wide
	45.0
	27.5
	20.5
	7.0

	Rural News
	45.0
	29.0
	20.0
	6.0

	Straight Furrow
	47.0
	26.5
	21.5
	5.0

	Dairy Farming Publications
	
	
	
	

	Dairying Today
	48.5
	28.5
	16.5
	7.0

	NZ Dairy Exporter
	40.0
	26.0
	25.0
	8.5

	The Dairyman
	48.0
	29.0
	16.5
	6.5

	
	
	
	
	


3.1.4
How much time do you usually spend reading the publication in total


	Reading Frequency

N=564
	Up to 6 mins

%
	6-15 

Mins

%
	16-30 mins

%
	31-60 mins

%
	More than 1 hour

%

	General Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	

	Country-Wide
	3.5
	24.0
	37.0
	20.0
	15.5

	Rural News
	3.5
	28.0
	36.0
	19.0
	13.5

	Straight Furrow
	5.0
	24.5
	39.0
	18.5
	13.0

	Dairy Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	

	Dairying Today
	5.0
	32.0
	36.0
	15.5
	11.5

	NZ Dairy Exporter
	5.5
	20.0
	31.0
	24.0
	19.5

	The Dairyman
	7.5
	28.0
	34.5
	18.0
	11.5

	
	
	
	
	
	


 3.1.5
What do you usually do with the publication once you have finished it?


	Readership behaviour

N=568
	Keep it for further reference

%
	Pass it on to someone 

else

%
	Throw it away

%

	General Farming Publications
	
	
	

	Country-Wide
	14.5
	12.5
	73.0

	Rural News
	12.5
	13.5
	73.5

	Straight Furrow
	13.5
	15.5
	71.5

	Dairy Farming Publications
	
	
	

	Dairying Today
	15.0
	14.5
	70.5

	NZ Dairy Exporter
	29.0
	18.5
	52.5

	The Dairyman
	19.0
	15.0
	66.0

	
	
	
	


3.1.6
Apart from yourself, how many of each of the following people also read your issue of this publication?


	Reading Frequency
	Other Farmers

%
	Farm Employees

%
	Spouse

%
	Children

%
	Other

%

	General Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	

	Country-Wide
	1.37
	1.80
	1.00
	1.42
	1.36

	Rural News
	1.41
	1.87
	1.00
	1.37
	1.33

	Straight Furrow
	1.60
	1.93
	1.02
	1.37
	

	Dairy Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	

	Dairying Today
	1.30
	2.41
	1.04
	1.45
	1.60

	NZ Dairy Exporter
	1.32
	2.22
	1.04
	1.32
	1.65

	The Dairyman
	1.26
	2.22
	1.15
	1.35
	1.61

	
	
	
	
	
	


Note:
Reads as one issue of Country – Wide was read by 1.37 other farmers.

3.2
Reader Attitudes

3.2.1
Overall, on a scale from 1 to 7, how satisfied are you with these publications?


	Reader Satisfaction

N=528 
	Very

Satisf

%
	2

%
	3

%
	4

%
	5

%
	6

%
	Very Disssat

%

	General Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Country-Wide
	21.0
	29.5
	31.5
	12.5
	3.0
	1.5
	0.5

	Rural News
	16.0
	30.5
	31.0
	17.5
	3.5
	1.5
	0.0

	Straight Furrow
	15.5
	27.5
	31.5
	18.0
	5.0
	1.5
	0.5

	Dairy Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dairying Today
	12.5
	35.0
	26.5
	20.0
	2.0
	1.5
	2.0

	NZ Dairy Exporter
	28.0
	35.5
	20.5
	12.5
	1.0
	2.0
	0.5

	The Dairyman
	18.0
	 40.5
	24.5
	12.0
	2.5
	1.5
	0.5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3.2.2
Please rank the following publications in order of overall satisfaction (with 1 = the publication I am most satisfied with)


	Ranking

N=586
	1

%
	2

%
	3

%
	4

%
	5

%
	6

%
	7

%

	General Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Country-Wide
	26.5
	30.0
	28.5
	11.0
	2.0
	1.0
	1.0

	Rural News
	20.0
	34.5
	27.5
	14.5
	2.5
	0.5
	1.0

	Straight Furrow
	19.5
	32.0
	31.5
	12.0
	3.0
	0.5
	1.0

	Dairy Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dairying Today
	17.5
	35.0
	29.0
	15.0
	3.0
	0.0
	0.5

	NZ Dairy Exporter
	37.5
	34.5
	17.0
	9.5
	1.5
	0.0
	0.0

	The Dairyman
	22.0
	33.5
	24.5
	15.5
	2.0
	1.0
	1.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3.2.3
The publication is easy to read


	Easy to read

N=578
	Strongly Agree

%
	2

%
	3

%
	4

%
	5

%
	6

%
	Strongly

Disagree

%

	General Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Country-Wide
	37.0
	41.0
	14.0
	6.0
	2.0
	0.0
	0.0

	Rural News
	30.5
	41.5
	20.0
	6.0
	1.5
	0.0
	0.5

	Straight Furrow
	27.5
	37.0
	22.5
	10.0
	2.0
	0.5
	0.5

	Dairy Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dairying Today
	26.5
	43.0
	21.0
	7.0
	1.5
	0.0
	0.5

	NZ Dairy Exporter
	34.5
	36.5
	19.0
	6.5
	2.5
	0.0
	0.5

	The Dairyman
	31.0
	40.0
	21.5
	5.5
	1.5
	0.5
	0.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3.2.4
The publication provides in-depth & comprehensive coverage on topics of interest to you


	In-depth & comprehensive coverage

N=578
	Strongly Agree

%
	2

%
	3

%
	4

%
	5

%
	6

%
	Strongly

Disagree

%

	General Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Country-Wide
	24.0
	37.5
	20.0
	13.5
	3.0
	1.5
	0.5

	Rural News
	17.5
	35.5
	30.0
	13.5
	3.0
	0.5
	0.5

	Straight Furrow
	15.5
	34.5
	29.0
	16.5
	3.5
	1.0
	0.5

	Dairy Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dairying Today
	20.0
	36.5
	26.0
	13.0
	2.5
	0.5
	1.5

	NZ Dairy Exporter
	31.5
	40.0
	17.5
	8.5
	2.5
	0.0
	0.0

	The Dairyman
	24.0
	37.0
	23.0
	13.0
	1.5
	0.5
	0.5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3.2.5
This publication is useful for day to day farm operations


	Useful

N=546
	Strongly Agree

%
	2

%
	3

%
	4

%
	5

%
	6

%
	Strongly

Disagree

%

	General Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Country-Wide
	16.0
	27.0
	26.0
	17.0
	7.5
	3.5
	2.5

	Rural News
	12.0
	28.5
	28.5
	18.5
	9.0
	1.0
	2.0

	Straight Furrow
	13.0
	26.0
	27.5
	22.0
	8.0
	2.5
	1.5

	Dairy Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dairying Today
	14.0
	28.5
	28.0
	21.5
	6.5
	1.0
	0.5

	NZ Dairy Exporter
	24.5
	39.5
	19.5
	12.0
	3.5
	1.0
	0.0

	The Dairyman
	21.0
	33.5
	24.5
	15.5
	4.0
	1.0
	0.5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3.2.6
The editorial content of this publication is credible


	Credible Content

N=509
	Strongly Agree

%
	2

%
	3

%
	4

%
	5

%
	6

%
	Strongly

Disagree

%

	General Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Country-Wide
	16.5
	39.0
	21.0
	17.5
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Rural News
	14.0
	35.0
	27.0
	18.0
	3.0
	1.0
	2.5

	Straight Furrow
	13.5
	36.0
	25.5
	19.5
	3.5
	1.0
	1.5

	Dairy Farming Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dairying Today
	9.5
	43.5
	23.5
	20.5
	2.0
	0.5
	0.5

	NZ Dairy Exporter
	24.5
	38.5
	20.5
	13.5
	3.0
	0.0
	0.0

	The Dairyman
	16.0
	44.0
	19.0
	18.0
	2.5
	0.5
	0.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3.3 Information Search

3.3.1
For each of the following types of article, which publication do you use the most?


	Sources of information

N=496
	Country – Wide

%
	Rural News

%
	Straight Furrow

%
	Dairying Today

%
	NZ Dairy

%
	The Dairyman

%
	All

%

	Farm Management
	30.5
	19.5
	15.5
	1.5
	23.0
	4.0
	5.5

	New technology/innovation
	22.0
	25.5
	24.5
	2.5
	15.0
	4.0
	6.5

	Research
	23.5
	15.5
	23.5
	2.5
	24.0
	3.5
	7.5

	Topical industry news
	19.5
	22.5
	23.5
	3.5
	14.5
	7.0
	9.0

	Machinery & products
	11.5
	32.0
	44.5
	1.5
	4.0
	1.5
	5.5

	Agribusiness
	24.5
	21.0
	26.5
	2.5
	15.5
	3.0
	7.0

	Animal Health
	26.5
	19.0
	14.5
	3.5
	22.5
	5.0
	9.5

	Real Estate
	35.5
	21.0
	30.0
	1.5
	4.5
	2.0
	5.0

	Market Information
	19.5
	25.5
	25.5
	2.5
	15.5
	3.5
	8.5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3.3.2
Please rank each of the following categories in terms of their importance to you personally


	Information

N=517
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Farm Management
	36.0
	25.5
	16.0
	13.0
	7.0
	1.5
	1.4

	New technology/innovation
	14.5
	32.5
	27.5
	16.0
	7.0
	1.5
	0.5

	Research
	17.0
	28.0
	27.5
	18.0
	7.0
	1.5
	0.5

	Topical industry news
	12.0
	26.5
	31.0
	19.5
	8.5
	1.5
	1.0

	Machinery & products
	10.5
	19.5
	24.5
	19.5
	17.0
	6.0
	3.5

	Agribusiness
	12.5
	25.5
	29.5
	18.0
	9.5
	3.0
	1.5

	Animal Health
	36.0
	34.5
	15.5
	9.0
	3.0
	1.0
	0.5

	Real Estate
	5.0
	11.5
	12.5
	20.0
	19.5
	13.5
	18.5

	Market Information
	14.5
	28.5
	24.5
	18.0
	8.5
	3.0
	3.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3.3.3
Please rank each of the following categories in terms of which you would like to see given more coverage


	Information

N=559
	1

%
	2

%
	3

%
	4

%
	5

%
	6

%
	7

%

	Farm Management
	19.5
	14.0
	16.0
	22.5
	7.0
	6.5
	14.0

	New technology/innovation
	16.0
	19.5
	19.5
	22.0
	6.5
	5.5
	11.5

	Research
	18.5
	16.0
	21.0
	23.0
	7.0
	6.0
	8.5

	Topical industry news
	8.5
	16.5
	20.5
	25.5
	8.5
	7.0
	13.5

	Machinery & products
	8.5
	11.5
	14.5
	26.5
	13.5
	7.5
	18.5

	Agribusiness
	9.0
	16.0
	21.0
	26.0
	8.5
	6.5
	13.5

	Animal Health
	29.0
	21.5
	15.0
	16.0
	5.0
	4.5
	9.0

	Real Estate
	6.5
	5.5
	11.5
	21.0
	13.0
	12.5
	29.5

	Market Information
	13.5
	17.5
	18.0
	24.5
	7.0
	7.0
	12.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


. 

3.4.14
Information source preference for Farmers with over 126 ha properties and over $250,000 gross income by location


	Reading Behaviour

N=158
	North of Taupo
	South of Taupo
	South Island

	Information 
	CW   RN    SF
	CW   RN    SF
	CW   RN    SF

	Farm Management
	53.5
	18.0
	28.5
	64.0
	15.5
	20.5
	36.5
	35.5
	13.5

	New technology/innovation
	37.0
	20.0
	43.0
	33.5
	26.0
	40.5
	28.5
	26.5
	45.0

	Research
	34.5
	19.0
	46.0
	47.5
	12.5
	40.0
	48.5
	15.5
	36.0

	Topical Industry News
	28.5
	40.0
	31.5
	29.5
	32.5
	38.0
	28.5
	21.5
	48.0

	Machinery/Products
	14.0
	30.0
	56.0
	11.0
	42.5
	46.5
	3.5
	40.5
	55.5

	Agribusiness
	37.5
	22.0
	40.5
	53.0
	8.5
	39.0
	41.0
	29.5
	29.5

	Animal Health
	38.5
	23.0
	38.5
	52.5
	18.5
	29.0
	51.5
	33.5
	15.5

	Real Estate
	32.5
	30.0
	37.0
	46.0
	21.0
	33.5
	40.5
	19.0
	40.5

	Market Information
	29.5
	29.5
	41.0
	42.5
	30.0
	27.5
	28.0
	36.0
	36.0

	
	
	
	


3.4.15
Time spent reading publication for Farmers with over 126 ha properties and over $250,000 gross income by location


	Time spent reading publication

N=158
	North of Taupo
	South of Taupo
	South Island

	
	CW   RN    SF
	CW   RN    SF
	CW   RN    SF

	Up to 5 mins
	3.0
	6.5
	4.5
	8.5
	8.5
	7.0
	3.0
	1.5
	6.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6-15 mins
	27.0
	23.5
	26.5
	23.0
	25.5
	24.5
	12.5
	19.5
	12.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16-30 mins
	30.0
	34.5
	34.5
	34.5
	34.0
	35.5
	42.0
	42.5
	48.5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	31 – 60 mins
	13.5
	14.0
	14.0
	15.5
	19.5
	20.0
	17.0
	17.5
	19.5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	More than 1 hour
	27.0
	20.5
	20.5
	15.5
	12.5
	13.0
	17.0
	16.5
	15.5

	
	
	
	


3.5
Demographic Profile


3.5.1
Gender


	Gender
	Percentage of Sample

N=590

%

	Male
	68.0

	Female
	32.0

	
	

	TOTAL
	100.0


3.5.2
Age Profile


	Age
	Percentage of Sample

N=610

%

	Under 40
	25.0

	41 – 60
	59.5

	61+
	15.5

	TOTAL
	100.0


3.5.3
Where is your farm located?


	Region

N=615
	No. of

Respondents

%

	North of Taupo
	34.5

	South of Taupo
	30.5

	South Island
	35.0

	 
	


3.5.4
What is the total size of your property?


	Farm Size
	Percentage of Sample

N=597

%

	0 – 125 hectares
	24.0

	126 – 350 hectares
	38.5

	Over 350 hectares
	37.5

	TOTAL
	100.0


3.5.5
Which of the following groups do you expect your gross farm turnover to be this year (1 July 02 – 30 June 03)


	Income
	Percentage of Sample

N=564

%

	Under $150,000
	24.5

	$151,000 - $250,000
	28.0

	$250,001 plus
	47.5

	TOTAL
	100.0


3.5.6
How many stock units are carried on your farm?


	Stock units
	Percentage of Sample

N=559

%

	0 – 1250
	37.0

	1251 – 2500
	17.5

	Over 2500
	45.5

	TOTAL
	100.0


3.5.7
Please indicate where you derive the largest proportion of your income?


	Source of Income

N=606
	Primary

Income

%
	Secondary

Income

%

	Dairy
	33.5
	9.0

	Sheep
	38.0
	17.5

	Beef
	15.0
	42.0

	Cropping
	5.0
	5.5

	Deer
	3.0
	3.0

	Goat
	1.5
	0.5

	Off farm
	4.0
	7.0

	Other
	0.5
	15.0

	TOTAL
	100.0
	100.0


3.5.8
Which of the following do you intend to buy in the next 12 months?


	Buyer Intentions
	N=624

%

	Overseas travel
	27.5

	Farm bikes
	23.5

	Tractors/machinery
	27.5

	Vehicles
	27.5

	Rural Real Estate
	18.0

	Off farm investment
	28.0

	TOTAL
	100.0


3.5.9
Do you use a computer in the day to day management of your farm?


	Computer Usage
	N=624

%

	Yes
	47.5

	No
	52.5

	TOTAL
	100.0


3.5.10
How frequently do you use the internet/email for farm/business related activities


	Internet/email use
	N=624

%

	Never
	5.5

	Seldom (less than once per week)
	25.0

	Often (several times per week)
	45.5

	Daily
	24.0

	TOTAL
	100.0


3.5.11 
At any time during the last month have you visited any of the following websites?


	Website Visits
	N=624

%

	www. Country – wide.co.nz
	3.0

	www. Rural news.co.nz
	3.5

	www.ruralpress.com
	2.0

	TOTAL
	100.0


Appendix: Questionnaire

Rural Readership Survey 2003

Q1
Have you read or looked into any issues of these publications in the past month?

Yes

No

General farming publication


Country-Wide (monthly)


(

(
Rural News (fortnightly)


(

(
Straight Furrow (fortnightly)

(

(
Dairy farming publications (all monthly)

Dairying Today



(

(
NZ Dairy Exporter


(

(
The Dairyman



(

(
Q2
How many issues do you read of these publications

All issues
      most issues 
   occasional issues 


General farming publication

Country-Wide (monthly)


(

(

(



Rural News (fortnightly)


(

(

(



Straight Furrow (fortnightly)

(

(

(
Dairy farming publications (all monthly)

Dairying Today



(

(

(



NZ Dairy Exporter


(

(

(



The Dairyman



(

(

(
Q3
How many times would you have picked up and read this publication in the last fortnight or month

Once

Twice

3-4
5 or more


General farming publication


Country-Wide (monthly)


(

(

(
(


Rural News (fortnightly)


(

(

(
(


Straight Furrow (fortnightly)

(

(

(
(
Dairy farming publications (all monthly)

Dairying Today



(

(

(
(



NZ Dairy Exporter


(

(

(
(



The Dairyman



(

(

(
(
Q4
How much time do you usually spend reading the publication in total?

Up to
6-15 
16-30 
31-60
more than

5 min.
mins 
mins
mins
1hr

General farming publication


Country-Wide (monthly)


(
(
(
(
(
Rural News (fortnightly)


(
(
(
(
(


Straight Furrow (fortnightly)

(
(
(
(
(
Dairy farming publications (all monthly)

Dairying Today



(
(
(
(
(



NZ Dairy Exporter


(
(
(
(
(



The Dairyman



(
(
(
(
(
Q5
What do you usually do with the publication once you have finished it?






Keep it
for 

Pass it on

Throw it






further reference

to someone else

away

General farming publication

Country-Wide (monthly)



(


(

(


Rural News (fortnightly)



(


(

(


Straight Furrow (fortnightly)


(


(

(
Dairy farming publications (all monthly)

Dairying Today




(


(

(


NZ Dairy Exporter



(


(

(


The Dairyman




(


(

(
Q6
Apart from yourself, how many of each of the following people also read your issue of this publication? (write in numbers)





Other farmers
Farm

Spouse
  Children
Other 







employee

General farming publication

Country-Wide (monthly)

     _

  _

  _
    _

_
Rural News (fortnightly)

     _

  _

  _
    _

_

Straight Furrow (fortnightly)
     _

  _

  _
    _

_

_
Dairy farming publications (all monthly)

Dairying Today


     _

  _

  _
    _

_

NZ Dairy Exporter

     _

  _

  _
    _

_ 
The Dairyman


     _

  _

  _
    _

_ 
Q7
Overall, on a scale from 1 to 7, how satisfied are you with these publications? (circle the number that shows your response - with 1 being extremely satisfied through to 7 extremely dissatisfied)





           Extremely




Extremely





           Satisfied




Dissatisfied

General farming publication

Country-Wide (monthly)


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7


Rural News (fortnightly)


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7


Straight Furrow (fortnightly)

   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7

Dairy farming publications (all monthly)

Dairying Today



   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7

NZ Dairy Exporter


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7

The Dairyman


 
   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7

Q8
Please rank the following publications in order of overall satisfaction (where 1 = publication I am most satisfied with)

General farming publication:
Country-Wide
(monthly)

_____






Rural News (fortnightly)


_____






Straight Furrow (fortnightly)

_____

Q9
Please rank the following publications in order of overall satisfaction (where 1 = publication I am most satisfied with)

Dairy farming publication: (all monthly)
Dairying Today


_____








NZ Dairy Exporter
_____








The Dairyman

_____

We would like your opinion on each of the following statements about each publication, with 1 being strongly agree through to 7 strongly disagree. [circle 0 for don't know]

Q10
The publication is easy to read





           Strongly




      Strongly





           agree




      Disagree

General farming publication

Country-Wide (monthly)


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

Rural News (fortnightly)


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0


Straight Furrow (fortnightly)

   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

Dairy farming publications (all monthly)

Dairying Today



   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

NZ Dairy Exporter


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

The Dairyman


 
   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

Q11
This publication provides in-depth & comprehensive coverage on topics of interest to you





           Strongly




      Strongly





           agree




      Disagree

General farming publication

Country-Wide (monthly)


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

Rural News (fortnightly)


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0


Straight Furrow (fortnightly)

   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

Dairy farming publications (all monthly)

Dairying Today



   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

NZ Dairy Exporter


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

The Dairyman


 
   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

Q12
This publication is useful for day to day farm operations





           Strongly




      Strongly





           agree




      Disagree

General farming publication

Country-Wide (monthly)


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

Rural News (fortnightly)


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0


Straight Furrow (fortnightly)

   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

Dairy farming publications (all monthly)

Dairying Today



   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

NZ Dairy Exporter


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

The Dairyman


 
   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

Q13
The editorial content of this publication is credible





           Strongly




      Strongly





           agree




      Disagree

General farming publication

Country-Wide (monthly)


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

Rural News (fortnightly)


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0


Straight Furrow (fortnightly)

   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

Dairy farming publications (all monthly)

Country-Wide



   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

Dairying Today



   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

NZ Dairy Exporter


   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

The Dairyman


 
   1 
2
3
4
5
6
7       0

Q14
For each of the following types of article, which publication do you use the most?

CW – Country Wide, RN – Rural News, SF – Straight Furrow, DT – Dairying Today, DE - NZ Dairy Exporter, TD – The Dairyman

Farm management


CW
RN
SF
DT
DE
TD

New technology/innovation

CW
RN
SF
DT
DE
TD

Research



CW
RN
SF
DT
DE
TD

Topical industry news


CW
RN
SF
DT
DE
TD

Machinery & Products


CW
RN
SF
DT
DE
TD

Agribusiness



CW
RN
SF
DT
DE
TD

Animal health



CW
RN
SF
DT
DE
TD

Real Estate



CW
RN
SF
DT
DE
TD

Market information


CW
RN
SF
DT
DE
TD


Q15
Please rank each of the following editorial categories in terms of their importance to you personally, where 1 is most important through to 7 least important (write in numbers)

Farm management

___


New technology/innovation
___


Research


___


Topical industry news

___


Machinery & Products

___


Agribusiness


___


Animal health


___


Real Estate


___


Market information

___



Q16
Please rank each of the following categories showing which you would like to see given more coverage by the publications listed in this survey, 1 for increased coverage through to 7 no increase in coverage (write in numbers)

Farm management

___


New technology/innovation
___


Research


___


Topical industry news

___


Machinery & Products

___


Agribusiness


___


Animal health


___


Real Estate


___


Market information

___



Demographics

Q17
Gender

Male
(

Female
(
Q18
To which age group do you belong?

Under 40       (
          41 – 60
     (

61+
(
Q19
Where is your farm located?

North Island:
North of Taupo
(
North Island:
South of Taupo    
(


South Island


(
Q20
What is the total size of your property?

0 – 125 hectares
(
126 – 350 hectares
(
Over 350 hectares
(
Q21
Which of the following groups do you expect your gross farm turnover to be this year?(1 July 02 – 30 June 03)

Under $150,000

(
$151,000 - $250,000
(
$250,001 plus
(
Q22
How many stock units are carried on your farm?

0 – 1250


(
1251- 2500

(
Over 2500
(


Q23
Please indicate where you derive the largest proportion of your income?



Primary Income

Secondary Income

Dairy

(


(
Sheep

(


(
Beef

(


(
Cropping
(


(
Deer

(


(
Goat

(


(
Off farm

(


(
Other

(


(
Q24
Which of the following items do you intend to buy in the next 12 months?

Overseas travel

(
Tractors/Machinery
(
Rural Real Estate

(


Farm bikes

(
Vehicles


(
Off farm investment
(
Q25
Do you use a computer in the day to day management of your farm?

Yes

(
No

(   
[if NO that's the END…thanks etc.]







[if YES go to Q26]

Q26
How frequently do you use the internet/email for farm/business related activities?


Never




(

Seldom (less than once per week)

(

Often (several times per week)

(

Daily




(
Q27
At any time during the last month have you visited any of the following websites?


www.country-wide.co.nz


(

www.ruralnews.co.nz


(

www.ruralpress.com


(
Many thanks for your contribution
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